	MONTH
	TOPIC
	AUTHOR
	ABSTRACT

	Jun 07
	Status of Common Oil Palm Insect Pests in Relation to Technology Adoption

	Norman Hj Kamarudin and Mohd Basri Wahid
Malaysian Palm Oil Board, No.6, Persiaran Institusi, Bandar Baru Bangi, 43000 Kajang, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia
	A survey was conducted by the Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB) in 2005 on the status of insect pest infestation, distribution and the industry’s perception and adoptions of insect pest control technologies. Sabah and Perak had recorded the most occurrence of bagworms (30%), while other states individually had less than 15 per cent bagworm occurrence. Metisa plana and Pteroma pendula were mainly concentrated in Perak, Sabah and Johor, while Mahasena corbetti was more prevalent in Sabah and Perak. A similar trend was also observed  in the distribution of nettle caterpillars, however, Melaka and Terengganu have no records of nettle caterpillar infestation during the period 2000-2005. In adopting the beneficial plants for bagworm and nettle caterpillar control, at least three oil palm agencies have fully adopted (100%) the technology while four agencies have still not implemented the technology in 2005. The planting of beneficial plants was widely practiced in Sabah, followed by Perak, Selangor, Sarawak, Negeri Sembilan, Melaka and  Johor. In Selangor, Negeri Sembilan and Melaka it seems to be planted as a preventive measure. There was a one-fold reduction in bagworm infestation in estates which planted the beneficial plants compared to those which did not. This clearly suggests the contribution and role of beneficial plants in enhancing population of natural enemies for controlling the bagworms in plantations. The rhinoceros beetle, Oryctes rhinoceros was mainly concentrated in Johor, Sabah, Perak and Pahang. Compared to the previous years, there was almost a one-third reduction in the infestation in 2005, likely due to the adoption of technologies on better replanting techniques or the use of chemicals/pheromone trapping for control of the pest. A majority felt that the use of chemical pesticides may have reduced the infestation of the pest, while others thought that single-layer trunk chips laid  during the zero-burning method has possibly reduced breeding and infestation. Some estates that responded also felt that biocontrol agents such as Bacillus thuringiensis, Metarhizium and Oryctes virus will gain more importance in the coming years.
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	Sweet Potato (Ipomoea batatas) as a Quick Creeping Cover for Oil Palm Chippings and Residues at Replanting
	ONG BUCK
Southern Perak Plantations,36400 Hutan Melintang, Perak Darul Ridzuan, Malaysia
	The rhinoceros beetle has emerged as a serious threat to the oil palm industry since the prohibition of burning as a measure of air pollution control in the estates beginning from the 1990’s. Several types of approach are being tried out to control this pest. One such method is the submerging of palm chipping and debris in water inside constructed scupper drains. This method has helped in suppressing the breeding of this beetle. To further enhance and bring to almost total control the Oryctes breeding, sweet potato covers are planted on the top un-submerged layer of chipped palms and debris. The sweet potato (Ipomoea batatas) is a herbaceous perennial vine bearing alternate heart-shaped or palmately lobed leaves and medium- sized sympetalous flowers. They are mostly propagated by stem or root cuttings.
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	A Safe Technique for Leaning Tall Oil Palms for Breeding Programmes
	NG W J2, MOHD NASRUDDIN M2, CHIN C W1 AND JUNAIDAH J2
	Breeding programmes have identified proven dura (mother) palms and pisifera (father) palms. These palms are very valuable with high economic values. Such palms will get taller with age, making them difficult to collect the pollen or to carry out seed production work. FELDA Agricultural Services Sdn Bhd (FASSB) has developed a safe technique for leaning these tall, high value palms with minimal risk of palm damage. Essentially, trenches are dug around the palm, and the angle and position where the palm will rest after the leaning are predetermined. A crane is then used to secure the palm with a strong cable before being  pushed down to the predetermined spot using an excavator. By skilful maneuvring, the rate of descent for the palm is controlled and the palm is brought to rest on the predetermined spot with minimal damage to the fronds. This technique ensures that the palm trunk will not snap, as can happen if the rate of descent is not controlled. With this safe technique of leaning the palms, they can be reused again for breeding and seed production purposes.
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